i. 


| The natural Man receiveth not the things of the Spirit, 1 Cori A. 
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To all DEISTS, and Sons of tn fidelity, who may 


have an Opportunity of ſeeing, and who may 
condeſcend to read the ſubſequent Per formance. 


GENTLEMEN, L 


— 


My Expectations have never been ſo 
ſanguine as to induce me to believe, that you will derive” any 
ſignal advantage from what is here preſented to the world, 
Were you as much diſpoſed as the humble enquirer after truth, 
to yield to the power of conviction, I might perhaps flatter my- 
ſelf that I have not written in vain ; but ſuch candour and 
honeſty you have rarely exhibited. Were not the determined 
reſolution of defending a ſyſtem of opinions once adopted, how- 
ever ridiculous, God-diſhonouring and abſurd, à more pre. 
dominant principle with you than a ſincere wiſh to retract 
what has been ſo often proved erroneous ; the numberleſs de- 
feats which your moſt redoubted champions have experienced 
in the field of controverſy, would have made yo reſign . 
conteſt as altogether deſperate. 


Bor the ſcattered remnants of a routed army have been 
- rallied again to attack the conquerors,—not from any rational 
hope of retrieving their honour, or of being - indemnified for 

their loſs, but from the united energy of ignorance, pride, and 
deſpair. Thus it has lately happened with reſpect to you : 
Another champion, with leſs knowledge and more confidence 
han his prędeceſſo and with more daring blaſphemy than 


v 
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Goliath of the Philiſtines, has attempted to lead you once 
more to the field. Gentlemen, be not too much elated with 
the hope of ſuccels under this new commander; for, believe 
me, if your efforts proved abortive under the vaſtly ſuperior 
knowledge of a Tinpar and a Was ron, it will be impoſſible 
to cover your retreat with Thomas Paixz at your head. 

Himſelf being judge, he was never qualified for ſuch an 
undertaking, He poſſeſſes no acquaintance with the very 
weapons by which victory can alone be inſured. You may, 
no doubt, admire his ribaldry for a little, but, when you per- 
ceive, as ſoon you mult, that truth, at this enlightened period, 
is not to be vanquiſhed by his controverſial {kill, you will 
bluſh to have confeſſed that you viewed him as a leader. I 
have ventured to meet him on his own ground, recollecling 
that the ſon of Jeſſe, though a youth, and his antagoniſt a 
man of war from his youth, was enabled by that God whom 
Goliath defied, to lay him proſtrate on the earth. If ſo, my 
hope of conqueſt is much more flattering, as I have ſtudied 
for ſeveral years, that which his thirſt for the life of a mariner 
prevented him from knowing, I have nothing more to add 
but a requiſition to peruſe the following pages, if. worthy of 
your notice, with the ſame impartiality that their author diſ- 
covers in examining Mr Paixz, and I will hambly venture to 
predict, that you will have no great reaſon to admire the pro- 
dudtion of your ciefain. | 72 N06 


/ 


I have the honour to be, 
GunTioeMEN, 
FEY 2 35 7 our ſincere friend, | 
THOMAS MEER. 
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T has been often aſlerted, and perhaps 

in many caſes. with conſiderable pro- 
priety, that truth has derived no great ad- 
vantage from controverſial diſputes, _ But 
this ought certainly to be underſtood. with 
particular limitations. A good cauſe may 
be injured by the mode of its defence, and 
artful inſinuations may give importance to 
a bad one: Dogmatiſm and obſtinacy can 
fully the luſtre of the moſt intereſting 


facts, while oppoſite Guts py mu 
ſibility to error. 


In glancing over the laſt PW” bo 
Mr PAINE, I was aſtoniſhed to find that 
he has outdone every champion of infidelity 
who ever went before him. The writings 
of a Hopps, a MoRGAN, or a TiNDAL, 

contain not a thouſandth part of the blaſ- 
phemy found in the Age of Reaſon. It has 
been ſuppoſed by ſome, that he who was 


the 


the author of the Rights of Man, was incapa- 
ble of compoſing ſuch an infernal pamphlet, 
What my ſentiments of his political works 


are, no man has a right to know; but I 


muſt frankly acknowledge that 1 believe him 
qualified to write as he has done. In the 
firſt part of his Rights of Man, wherever he 
has the ſmalleſt occaſion to hint at religion, 
he ſeems to ridicule a particular doctrine, 
which thouſands deem ſacred and impor- 
. tant, His political Adam, intended as a 
burleſque on e government, con- 
vinced me, that he laughed at the fundamental 
doctrines of-Chriſtianity ; and therefore that 
the tranſition to Deiſm was eaſy and natural. 
If he has acquired fame by his political 
compoſifions, his Age of Reaſon has ob- 
ſcured the whole, had it been ten thouſand 
times more than republicans will have it, 


1 whe explained in what manner a good 
cauſe may be hurt, and how a bad one 
may gain credit with. myriads : Of the laſt 
of theſe, Mr Palxx is an inſtance, In the 
pamphlet which 1 now intend to examine, 
he has hit upon the ſecret of conveying 
poiſon under the ſemblance of medicine, 
He compliments his readers with the infor- 
mation that they have an undoubted right 
to judge for themſelves, and then endea- 
vours to lead them to a belief of his per- 
nicious opinions, by a chain of the moſt 
7 5 ö . 
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ſophiſtical reaſoning any where to be met 
with. 


1 have heen informed that Mr Par INE 
has been anſwered by a Mr WAKEFIELD, 
a performance I have not yet ſeen: It bas 
been conſidered, however, as no ſolid, con- 
cluſive anſwer, as in ſome places he joins 
with his antagoniſt in a laugh againſt the 
word of Gop. It ſhall be my buſineſs. to 
treat the intereſting ſubje& with as much 
ſolemnity as poſſible, and 1 ſhall be aware 
of being dogmatical in any thing I advance, 
without producing ſuch arguments as can- 
not be controverted. 


Mr PAIN E informs us, "oils it has been 
his intention for many years paſt, to pub» 
liſh his thoughts upon religion*. It 1s, 
however, to be lamented, that he under- 
flood ſo little about the ſubj et before he 
began. It muſt make :nfidelity bluſh to 
find ſuch a poor aſſiſtant, and religion tri. 
umph that his attempts will prove abortive, 
Sorry ſhould I be, were any thing advanced 
in the following examination to increaſe 
the circulation of Mr PAIxE's pamphlet, 


without fortifying the mind againſt its in- 
toxicating influence. 


After ſome preliminary obſervations 
thus 
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Thea 
thus jatroduces his ſubject. As it is ne- 
4 ceſſary to affix right ideas to words, 1 
% will, before 1 proceed further, offer ſome 
„ obfervations on the word Revelation. 
Here I beg leave to quote an aſſertion from 
another part of the work, that the reader 
may perceive what an egregious blunder he 
has committed at the very commencement. 
The continually progreſſive change to 
* which the meaning of words is ſubject; 

the want of an univerſal language which 
* renders tranſlations neceſſary; the errors 
* to which tranſlations are again ſubject; the 
_ © miſtakes of copyiſts and printers, together 
% with the poſſibility of wilful alterations, 
Lare of themſelves evidences, that human 
language, whether in ſpeech or in print, 
cannot be the vehicle of the word of 
% Godt.” What a motley medley of in- 
conſiſtency and nonſenſe is here exhibited ! 
It is firſt aſſerted, that the annexation of 
right ideas to words is. abſolutely neceſſary, 


and then, that no ſuch annexation is, or can 
be poſſible, becauſe the meaning of words 


is perpetually changing. Why then did he 
preſume to afhx any meaning to any word 


| Whatever, when, upon his own principles 


the word aftronomy may ſignify navigation in 
leſs than a hundred years? If language is 
a changing in ſuch a manner, that 

what 
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what was once called ſweet is now deno- 
minated bitter; and that which is now ſtiled 
darkneſs will in future be termed light: 


Farewell the poſſibility of underſtanding one 
another! Before the preſent generation of 


men ſhall have paid the debt of nature, Mr 


PaiNEg's Age of Reaſon may be reckoned a 
Treatiſe on Algebra, and his Common Senſe an 
Eſſay on Agriculture. But perhaps I may be 
told, that no ſuch complete transformation 
Was intended by him. Be it fo, ſtill my 
point is gained, if he deſigned to prove 
that the real meaning of words can be fo 
altered as unavoidably to miſlead, Nothing 
ſhort of this can infidelity itſelf annex to 


his language, and therefore words are as 


_ uſeleſs for the common buſineſs of life, as 
he would have them for the purpoſes of 


religion. But he wiſhed, reader, to affix a 


new meaning to the word revelation, for 
his powerful voice can arreſt the import 
of language, and make that immutable which 
is always changing. All this folly and ſtu- 
pry has been given to the world, becauſe 
e could not otherwiſe . get rid of this 
glorious truth, That the will of God may 
be conveyed by language. If God ever 
ſaid, let there be light, theſe words can 


have no other meaning through the ages 


of eternity. I challenge the whole world to 
produce a ſingle word in any language under 
FOO it heaven, 


"EM 
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heaven, the meaning of which has been ſo 
changed ſince the foundation of the earth, 
as to make that language no vehicle of in- 
telligence, whether GoD or man chooſes to 
make uſe of it. Even where words ſeem 
to have two oppolite ſignifications, ſuch for 
example as the word prevent; not the 
ſmalleſt ambiguity can ariſe from the uſe 
of it; it is borrowed from a Latin word 
which ſignifies to come before, and this 
may either be in a hoſtile or friendly man- 
ner. In the one caſe, it muſt mean to 
binder; and in the other, to aſſiſt. The 
former is the moſt common; but in the 
ſervice of the Church of England, it is 
uſed in the latter ſenſe. | 


If language be no vehicle for tranſmit- 
ting religion, or the word of Gop to 
| poſterity, let us conſider where it will 
land Mr Paine, before we proceed to 
examine his bewildered ideas of revelation. 
All. religion at this rate muſt conſiſt in 
muſing and reflecting; for if the argu- 
ments by which the being of a Gop 
and the duties of morality are ſupport- 
ed, ſhould be committed to writing, they 
might be taken in a few years for ſome- 
thing totally different, if our author's doc- 

- trine, be admitted as true, Nay, ſhould 
mankind even venture to ſpeak on deiſtical 
ſubjects, the danger would be equally great 

| | F | that 


1 


that they would miſunderſtand one another, 
and thus demonſtrate the ſuperfluity of 
both tongues and languages. If THOMAS 
was ever a Maler, it is a pity he did 
not continue one, in which cafe he would 
| have laboured under few temptations to 
ſpeak, and ſtill fewer to write; for where 
is the propriety of reading what may ne- 
ver be comprehended ? , 


He grants the poſſibility of a e 
but he is not aware that his ideas of lan- 
guage, make it abſolutely impoſſible, which 
is a contradiction in terms. But perhaps 
1 will be told, that his reaſoning does not 
point blank deny the poſſibility of revela- 
tion, for he thus ſpeaks; © Admitting for 
the ſake of a caſe, that ſomething has been 
revealed to a certain perſon, and not re- 
vealed to any other perſon, it is revelation 
to that perſon only*.” I will never give 
up the point, that revelation is impoſſible 
upon his principles, having already - addu- 
ced proof ſufficient. To which I may add, 
if Gop can make a revelation of bim- 
ſelf, it muſt be done in language that the 
beings underſtand to whom it is made, 
even admitting, as Mr Pa1wng would have 
it, that it were confined to the firſt com- 
munication. If a revelation be made- to 

| a 9 man, 
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man, it muſt be intended to give ſome 
intereſting information which he could not 
otherwiſe have acquired. It muſt be de- 
ſigned for his ſubſtantial benefit either here, 


or hereafter, or both; for to make God 


the author of ſuperfluity and nonſenſe, 
would be blaſphemy unſpeakable. And 
what a contemptible idea would it give us 
of the Supreme Governor of the univerſe 


to ſay, that ſuch revelations would be made 


for the ſake of an individual? This tran- 


ſcends in wickedneſs the power of utter- 


ance,” and is not equalled in point of ex- 
travagance by Don Qu1ixoTe himſelf, But 
revelation is. neceflarily limited to the firſt 
communication! 80 ſays Mr Pains, and 


that it is a contradiction in terms to ima- 


gine it otherwiſe, He is a mortal enemy 
to the. ſtudy of the dead languages, and 


he ſeems to be as ignorant as a mule of 


the art of logic“. It is a pitiful, but a 
common practice, for men to condemn 
what they do not underſtand. It is wretched 
reaſoning to ſay, that the tranſmiſſion or 
communication of ahy thing whatever can 
alter its nature. It is a concluſion at which 
a ſchool-boy would bluſh. If any thing be 
once revealed, it is abſolutely impoſſible 
5 YT; CCCCCNC*E 
21 with not to extend this aſſertion to his Rights of Man ; 
but an author may be a very great politician and a moſt wretched 


divine: He may reaſon 8 the one, and be a down. 
right ſophiſt on the other, The world by wiſdom never knew God, 
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13 
that eternity itſelf can make it no revela- 
tion; and here it is neceſſary to make a 
diſtinction, which our Author has either 
wickedly or ſtupidly omitted. A revela- 
tion made to one perſon, and not made 
to another, is revelation to the one, and 
made to the other, except it could be and 
not be at the ſame time. It is made to 
the one directly, and conveyed to the o- 
ther by human teſtimony. In both caſes 
it is revelation, independent of the perſon 
to whom it is made, or of him to whom it 
is related. Neither the one nor the other can 
alter the nature of the thing; and in order 
to be credited ten thouſand ages after, ' we 
have only to conſider, What poſſible motive 
the perſon - pretending to a revelation could 
have to impoſe upon the world? If the 
ſuppoſition of his uttering a falſehood, 
would be more abſurd and inadmiffible 
than that he ſpoke the truth; the mind 
behoved of neceſſity to yield its aſſent. To 
this very ſtrong proof we may add others 
yet more powerful : Whether the thing 
ſaid to be revealed. be worthy of God; 
calculated to promote the dignity and 2 
city of man; and accompanied by evidence 
bearing che ſignature of heaven? Should 
theſe things be examined at the bar of 
impartial reaſon, and there found conclu- 
five, I am certain that Thomas would 
be — a madman ſhould he reject the 
evidence. 
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| evidence; Political revolutions may take 


place in governments as they pleaſe, but 
a revelation” muſt take place in the brains 


of mankind; and they muſt have an en- 


tire new ſet of faculites, before his ideas 
of revelation can .novagf ve adopted. 


Having ſaid und to evince the igno- 


trance of our author concerning the ſubjet 


of revelation, I go on to the examination of 
what follows. He ſays, It is not difficult 
to account for the credit that was given to 
the ſtory of Jeſus Chriſt being the Son of 
Gop®.” Had this come from the. mouth of 
a clown, whoſe knowledge is circumſcribed 
by a few acres of paſture ground, it would 
have been entitled to our pardon; but 
from the pen of him who compoſed Com- 
mon Senſe, it merits the ridicule and con- 
tempt of every rational being, It is an 
indiſputable fact that the croſs of Chrift 
was to the Jews a ſtumbling-block, and to 
the Greeks fooliſhneſs. The latter laughed 
the idea of his divinity, and vicarious ſub- 
ſtitution to ſcorn ; and, the former charged 
him with blaſphemy for afferting his hea- 


venly origin. Proud philoſophy and felf- 


conceit were exactly in the mind of an 
antient Greek, what they are in a modern 


of | 
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of every doctrine delivered by JEsus of 
Nazareth. Let Mr. PaIxE at his leiſure 
tell how the Goſpel of Chriſt made its way 
through ſo much of the world, with every 
thing againſt it, which malice, pride, and 
an attachment to eſtabliſhed cuſtoms could 
ſuggeſt. Mahomet has gained his point 
among the Turks, by flattering their va- 
nity and indulging their luſts; JzsUs. 
Cunisr has gained his point by waging 
war againſt the beloved vices of mankind, 
by wounding the very vitals of their 
pride, and denouncing everlaſting - miſery 
againſt the finally impenitent. GIBBON's 
five ſecondary cauſes, with as many more 
as hell and PAiNE can invent, will never 


be able to account for ſuch a ſtupendous 
. © En go 


The hodge podge, the low, pitiful puns, 
and the childiſh quibbles he advances : in 
- ſpeaking of the fall of Adam, of Satan, and 
the atonement, are very far beneath the 
dignity of a reply. I lament, however, 
that a man, who has acquired ſuch reputa- 
tion in the world, ſhould advance in igno- 
rance, as he advances in years. I cannot 
paſs over what he urges as a perfect ſub- 
ſtitute for revelation : © If objects for gra- 
© titude and admiration are our deſire; do 
they not preſent themſelves every hour to 
* our eyes? Do we not fee a fair creation 

- pre- 
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« prepared to receive us the inſtant we are 
* born,—a world : furniſhed to our hands 
that coſt us nothing? Is it we that light 
up the ſun; that pour down the rain; 
and fill the earth with abundance* ? 
Theſe queries are intended to prove that we 
are capable of diſcovering every thing ne- 
ceſſary to be known, independent of any 
thing but the works of creation. I beg leave 
to tell my readers what Mr PAINE and his 
unhelieving brethren wiſh to keep a ſecret. 
All the knowledge which he boaſts. of ; all 
the acquaintance he profeſſes to have with 
the being and attributes of Gop; and the 
duties of morality reſulting therefrom; is 
meanly pilfered from the ſacred volume, and 
then converted into arguments againſt reve- 
lation itſelf : It is, according to the well- 
known proverb, Robbing Peter to pay Paul. 
It is like picking a man's pocket to carry: 

on a law-ſuit againſt him, If this can poſ- 
ſibly be diſputed, let the whole maſs of an- 
tient knowledge upon this ſubje&t be pro- 
duced, and let the world ſee what jargon 
and nonſenſe unaſſiſted reaſon muſt always 
exhibit. Nothing can be diſcerned prior to 
the promulgation of Chriſtianity reſpecting 
the ALMIGHTY and his ways, but the moſt 
woful ſtupidity. Their ſupreme deity was 
the ſon of Saturn, and a monſter of ini- 


quity. 
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quity. Crcxro himſelf, who wrote profeſs- 


edly upon the ſubje& before us, proclaims - 


his ignorance to the world by the very 
title of his work; de Natura Deorum, concern» 
ing the nature of the gods. There is 


knowledge for you, reader, which THOMAS. 
durſt not venture to impoſe upon you for 
the ſublime diſcoveries of reaſon, till he 
had manufactured it by the aid of revela- 
tion. That man, in point of moral recti- 


tude, is preciſely what he ever 8. (ls . 


favourite tenet of our author's, m 
well with ſuch a den of rogu „ 
mongers and pick-pockets, as the "wi 


the antients were; but no chriſtian® "can. 


digeſt the idea that Gop made us profli- 
gates, It is poor conſolation to think that 
we are the workmanſhip of a manichean 
deity. If JEHOVAH made man at firſt as 
we now behold him ; that is, corrupted and 
depraved, it is impoſſible that he can be 
diſpleaſed with his departure from virtue, 


and of conſequence, that there can be no 


diſtinction between good and evil. 


The word of God,” ſays our author, 


« is the creation we behold*:* And a 
precious word the antients made of it, as 
we have already hinted, and as any one 


may have the gloomy ſatisfaction of ſeeing, 


by a peruſal of the Pantheon. Were not 
infidelity * to reject 1 


7 8 22. 
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at all hazards, in defiance of eternal dam- 
nation, it would ſurely be diſpoſed to aſk, 
how comes reaſon to know ſo much ſince 
Jesvs of Nazareth appeared in the world, 
when it could diſcover ſo little for four 
thouſand years before? This is a galling 
conſideration to the deiſt, for which 1 de- 
fy him to account upon his own principles, 
but it reflects eternal honour upon the 
goſpel of Chriſt, The Salvo commonly 
uſed upon other occaſions will not do 
hw man is progreſſive, and that we 

Set limits to the human underſtand- 
cis cuts the throat of deiſm at 
one Rroke. What was he doing with his 
progreſſive nature for ſo many ages before 
the chriſtian æra? It was a progreſſion 
backward, ſomething like what Tryomas 
has been making ſince he wrote his 
Rights of Man. 


Having now examined his ideas of re- 
velation, and the total inſufficiency of his 
propoſed ſubſtitute, to anſwer the purpoſes. 
of virtue and religion; I go on to conſider 
what he has advanced upon myſtery, mira- 
ele, and prophecy. On the firſt of theſe 
he ſpeaks thus ; % Every thing we behold 

is a myſtery to us; our own exiſtence is 
«a myſtery ; the whole vegetable world is 
* myſtery“.“ But we ice the facts, al. 

= e tmhjough 
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though we cannot account for them; and 
therefore he will by no means allow that 
there is any analogy between the arcana of 4 
creation, and the incomprehenſible tenets 
of the word of Gop. I confeſs I have 
ſtudied this ſubject over and over, and I 
cannot perceive any thing in divine revela- 
tion, which is more myſterious than the 
ſimpleſt queſtion, which may be put con- 

ann thing in nature. I obſerye 
eeaſonable to conclude, , a 
tem of religion from co 
Fo oz: myſterious points than 
the workin 2 becauſe man was 
never able toteanJjefture what would be the 
contents of a revelation before it was given. 
If Mr Paix had been acquainted with 
the abſurdities of Manicnevs, or even the 
profoundeſt reſearches of the wiſeſt philo- 
ſophers on matters of religion, he would 
have been aſhamed to aſcribe to reaſon 
what revelation alone has imparted. If our 
author and I are agreed that every thing 
in nature is a myſtery to us, it follows of 
conſequence, that if revelation be only 
liable to a ſimilar objection, it muſt be 


( 20 J 
entitled to a ſimilar reſpect. But I hum- 


bly apprehend that I can combat the de- 


iſtical ideas of myſtery on a ground entire- 
ly new. It is always aſſerted with an air 
of triumph, that if every thing in ſerip- 
ture was clear and mathematically certain, 


it would be altogether impoſſible to with- 


hold our aſſent. Now, I hope to prove, that 


there are greater abſurdities in the mathe- 
matics themſelves than "the: ae 


out of hell ever pretend 
goſpel of Chriſt, The h me 
vinity of the ſon of God e Keonement, 
and Fen like, are de 
ridiculous, blaſphemous, i 
ditions, none of which can ever be proved 
without an abſolute knowledge of the Su- 
preme Being. But are there not monſtrous 
contradictions in the mathematics, which 


the meaneſt capacity can clearly compre- 


hend? Yes, we all know that the uni- 


' verſe muſt be limited in its extent, becauſe 


to be abſolutely . without bounds is eſſential 


to God. Yet matter, we are told, is infi- 
nitely diviſible, a more ſhocking contradic- 


tion' than any chriftian ever made uſe of, 
That which is diviſible cannot be infinite, 
and that which is infinite cannot be di- 
viſible. Yet this is not all the ſhocking 


nonſenſe contained in the problem to which 


I now allude. Matter is finite or limited, 


but Rill this finite contains an infinite 


number 
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number of infinites; for n is no par- 
ticle of matter ſo ſnail; which may not 
be divided into others infinitely ſmaller. 
To ſay that a ſixpence contains an infinite 


number of ſhillings is not more dreadfully 
abſurd, and therefore it is altogether im- 
poſſible to conceive how a mathematician 
can diſpute the truth of any thing. Theſe 
men who boaſt of demonſtration alſo tell 
us, that two parallel lines, though pro- 

tracted ad infinitum, will never meet. 
This is true if they were ſtrictly parallel, 
and what every child muſt perceive; but 


the curioſity is, that they will never meet 


though continually approximating, Now, by 
actual experiment we find that they muſt 
meet, and interſect one another, and that 
their diſtance from each other, after the 
interſection muſt be to their diſtance from 
the point before the interſection, in the 
ratio of one to one. Another abſurdity, 
reader, and I have done with this part 
of the ſubject. If AcnilLEes and a tor- 
toiſe run a race; if the former goes an 
hundred times faſter than the latter, and 
the tortoiſe be only a yard before A 
cHILLEs, the W will demon- 
ſtrate that it will never be overtaken. The 
very oppoſite is the truth, as can be 
ſhewn by a trial. AchirrIEs muſt come 
up with it by the time it has gone one 
yard ; and when it has travelled the ſhort 


ſpace 


1 


ſpace of fix feet, AcniLLes is an hundred 

yards before it“. Such ridiculous nonſenſe, 

gave me an early diſguſt at the mathema- 

ties. I was fond of divinity from a child, 

and to that in a peculiar manner, I turned 

my attention. I only applied myſelf to the 

| ſtudy of mathematics, for the purpoſe of 
«aſcertaining, whether they were intitled to 

the very high encomiums paſſed upon them 

by the ſons of infidelity, and in that light 

my labours have not been in vain. | find 

that the deiſt exults, he knows not why, 

and muſt believe as a mathematician, he 
knows not what. In the whole compaſs of 
revelation there is nothing like the pre- 

| tious mathematical morſels | have now ex- 
| hibitedf. All that is incomprehenſible in 
| | | ſerip- 


"wy 


1 know that mathematicians bluſh and are aſhamed at this 
delicious problem, and have therefore called it the er of 
Zeno. I allow it is a dreadful ſophiſm indeed, and I 

ty join in a laugh againſt it: but I forbid the mathematician at | 
his peril to ſmile; for it is, and muſt be true, if the infinite di- 
viſibility of matter be admitted as a fact. 


+ I grantthat all the inſtances now adduced, are demonſtrabl 

certain upon mathematical principles; but this 1 apprehend is ſo 
much the worſe, as they are abſolutely folly and nonſenſe to 
both reaſon and experiment. I have no averſion to the ſcience, 
but I truſt I may be permitted to make as free with it, as thou- 
fands have done with the word of Gop. As to the infinite 
diviſibility of matter, I have heard mathematicians honeſtly de- 
— that it is involved in many . ny; — not 
yield the point though conquered. They it to be con- 
ceiveable it leaſt, while their language ought to have been, that 
u can be conceived impoſſible. — RIES 
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ſcripture, only tends to prove that it could 
not. be a human invention. It would be 
ſomething worſe than lunacy to ſay, that 
man can diſcover any thing which he can- 
not comprehend, when it is diſcovered. 
This 1 humbly apprehend is a formidable 
_ obſervation; and that I may not avail my- 
ſelf of its forcc, without putting its -truth 
beyond diſpute, let infidelity point me 
out a ſingle diſcovery in any art or ſcience 
whatever, the invention of man, which any 
one either does not, or may not under- 
ſtand. vince the greateſt deiſt under heaven 
will find it impoſſible to make the goſpel 
a human invention, let him call it, if he 
will, the work of the Devil, ſuppoſing 
him to exiſt; and ſurely we muſt conclude, 
that a kinder devil could not have been 
created, to cheat men out of miſery and 
woe, and cheat them into happineſs, both 
here and hereafter, I think I have ſaid 
enough on myſtery, and proved to the ſatis- 
faction of every enquirer, that nothing 
can be found in ſcripture, that nothing 
has been fathered upon it, in any age, by 
a thouſand degrees, ſo . as has 


now 


— ˙ 
word, 3 2 bluſh to contend for: why not uſe ex- 
ors eee g preciſely, and not lay 
tres open 1 the jull radical of of good ſenſe } Ins pail 55 
may N 2 even in but 


to n diviſion is abſolutely endleſs, would be blaſſ 
CT ee On " 
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now been fixed upon the favourite ſcience 
of its determined opponents; I proceed 


therefore, to our author's account of pro- 


phecy. 


Reader, whether you underſtand greek 
or not, you will certainly be ſurpriſed to 
hear, that a poet and a prophet are ſynonym- 
ous expreſſions. For this piece of infor- 
mation, if it be good for any thing, you 
are indebted to” the wonderful genius of 
Mr Palxz ; and he will prove that they 
are ſo by this whale of an argument, be- 
cauſe they are ſo. This is all the reaſon 
can perceive for ſo bold an aſſertion, 
through the whole book. What we call 
a prophet, the greeks called prophetes, made 
up of two words which ſignify to ſpeak. 
beforehand, or to tell what is to come, 
This was never pretended by a poet, pro- 
perly ſo called, and never before was it 
deemed a characteriſtick of a maker of verſes. 


| The propheſying with the harp, pfaltery 


and tabret, is what our author cannot com- 
prehend; as if there was any thing myſteri- 
ous or abſurd in ſetting to muſic the predic- 
tions of future events, The Church of 
England ſings proſe as well as verſe, and 
if Thomas Pains ſees any more difficul- 
ty in ſinging a prediction than a piece of 
hiſtory, 1 frankly declare that I do not. 


« Tf 
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| « Tf by a prophet,” ſays our anthor, be we 
„ are to ſuppoſe a man, to whom the AI 
« MIGHTY communicat-'d ſome: event that 
« would take place in future ; either there 
4 were ſuch men, or there were not, If 
there were, it is conſiſtent to believe 
that the event ſo communicated, would 
© he told in terms that could be under- 
% ſtood“.“ I beg leave to know, where the 
prophecy is to be found, from the begin- 
ning to the end of the Old Teſtament, 
which is altogether unintelligible to a care» 
ful inveſtigator, or ſo plain in all its cir- 
cumſtances as to encourage a forgery ? But 
here I have granted too much, for no vil- 
lain was ever ſo daring as to hazard a pre- 
dition properly ſo called. The ſybilline 
prophecies were manufactured long after 
the commencement of the chriſtian epoch, 
by ſome who had been well acquainted with 
the predictions of ſcripture. The reſponſes 
of the antient oracles were a bundle of 
traſh, which no candid mind will compare, 
with the writings of a ſacred ſeer. Let the 
event be what it would, the oracles were 
ſure to be right, as is evident from the an- 
ſwer of one of them to the king of Epirus, 
* Aio te acida, Romanos vincere poſſe.” Ace- 
cording to every rule of conſtruction, this 
has two oppoſite meanings, I ſay, ſon of 
Kacus, that you can conquer the Romanus: 


or, 
* Page 53. 
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or, 1 ſay that the Romans can conquer 
you, the ſon of Macus. What jargon and 
nonſenſe is here! and how unlike the 


majeſtic, bold, and godlike dartings into fu. 
turity, recorded i in the Bible 


It has been aſcertained by abilities in- 
finitely ſuperior to thoſe of Mr Painz*, 
that IS ALA l flouriſhed about ſeven hun- 
dred years before the birth of Chriſt ; and 
yet he ſpeaks of every thing relating to his 
manner of life, as if he had been his co- 
temporary; and in ſuch unequivocal lan- 
guage, as to be incapable of miſconſtruction. 
Impoſtors, aware of the danger of ſuch ex- 
periments, have always kept clear of pro- 
pheſying; becauſe the knowledge of contin- 
gencies, or of things certainly future, be- 


_ Tongs only to GOD: It is a proof in ſup- 


port of a Divine revelation, equal to the 
certainty of any problem of EucLip. Some 
other evidences of a Divine miſſion may, 
perhaps, be capable of counterfeit ; but it 
is abſolutely impoſſible that this ever can. 
Jesvs ventured to declare that one ſtone of 
; eruſalem ſhould not be left upon another, 

and 


To: J mean the abilisies of the immortal Sir Iſaac Newton, whoſe 
rr induſtry has done almoſt as much for religion as 
aſtrohomy z an important circumſtance of which I would re- 
mind Tons Paix. If I have charged our author with 
ignorance, ſo did the great Sir Iſaac charge Dr Halley, and 
told him without any kind of circumlocution not to ſpeak of 
religion; I have ſtudied the ſubjeR,” ſaid that prodigy of 
earning, «and I Know d nothing of the matter.” 
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and this was literally accompliſhed in the 
ſpace of forty years: Had he been a de- 
ceiver, one who was only ſhooting a bow 
at a venture, he would have left his diſci- 
ples to be branded with perpetual infamy, 
if it had not happened, and betrayed a de- 
gree of. unrelenting barbarity towards them, 
which cannot be fathered upon Manor 
himſelf, Nay, he declared that he was to 
riſe again in three days, which all the hell- 
iſh artifice of his combined enemies could 
neither prevent, nor make the world dif- 
believe: The apoſtles continued to preach 
it where it could eaſily have been detected 
as a lie, if it had not been true; and an 
infernal Sanhedrim was too much intereſted 
in the ſucceſs of its belief, to paſs it over in 
ſilence, if they could have refuted it“. But 
I am not yet called upon by our author, to 
review this ſubject directly. Upon the 
whole, it is evident, that God only can 
predict future eyents; and therefore it is 
as certain that he who can predetermine 
with aſſurance what will happen for ſeven 
hundred or a thouſand years after he ig 
rotten in the duſt, muſt have it from him, 
to whom all things are preſent, as it is 
that two and two are equal to four. What 
pitiable folly, or unpardonable impudence 
muſt it then be, for Mr Pains to allert, 
| that 


» Trial of the witeſſes. 
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that © a prophet is a character uſeleſs and 
„ unneceſſary*®,” But he who can aſſert 
any thing, may affirm this into the bar- 
gain, as it can ſcarcely render him more 
ridiculous than he is already. 


This pamphlet, which I have not only 
undertaken to examine, but to refute the 
ſentiments it contains, is ſuch a compound 
of heterogeneous ſubſtances, that I am more 
perplexed in reducing it to any thing like a 
ſyſtem, than in refuting every ſophiſtical 
argument it contains. He introduces Re- 
velation firſt, and then we have to wade 
through a chaos of unconnected matter, 
before we come at the evidence. I have 
ſcraped together what he ſays upon myſ- 
tery and prophecy, and ſhall next ama. 
vert on his account of miracles, 


| m vague definitions have been given 
of a miracle, but it is not the leſs poſſible, 
or capable of being defined on that ac- 
count. It is an act contrary to, or a tem- 
porary ſuſpenſion of, the eſtabliſhed laws 
of Hature. In oppoſition to this, Mr Paint 
confidently affirms, that, * unleſs we know 
„the full extent of thoſe laws, and of 
* what are commonly called the powers of 
nature, we are not able to judge whether 

any 
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„ any thing that may appear to us won- 
4 derful, or miraculous, be within, or be 
4 « beyond, or be contrary to, her natural 
“% power of acting“ .“ He makes no ſeru- 
ple of telling us what a wonderfully ſcien- 
tific genius he was, at a very early period 
of life; but what is become of it now? 
Every philoſopher knows, that all heavy 
bodies gravitate towards ſome point as 
their centre; that they poſſeſs mobility, 
diviſibility, attraction, coheſion, and ſuch 
like, while he honeſtly confeſſes that he 
knows no more of the eſſence of matter, 
than a child. He knows it to be confiſt- 

ent with the laws of nature, for a man 
to die, and directly repugnant to all her 
laws, for a bullet to remain ſuſpended in 
the air, without the application of exter- 
nal force. Upon theſe points he can de- 
termine with abſolute certainty, and yet re- 
main an utter ſtranger to the eſſence of 
matter. By one bold aflertion, however, 
without the ſhadow of an argument, our 
author has cut off the propriety of ſtudy- 
ing the ſciences. If we can tell nothing 
about a miracle, we cannot point out a - 
deviation from the laws of nature, and 
_ conſequently are incapable of judging what 
is a conformity. This again paves the 
way for another , or rather a piece 


of 
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blaſphemy,—that it is out of the power ot 
Gop himſelf to work a miracle; for if it 
be impoſſible for a man ever to ſay when 
a miracle is performed {the purport of Mr 
Parnt's reaſoning ; ) it is equally the ſame, 
in as far as man is concerned, as if our 
author defied Omnipotence to make the at- 
tempt. But let us take a moral view of 
this dreadful argumentation, and ſee where 
it will land us. If a knowledge of the 
whole extent of nature be neceſſary to aid 


us in judging when her laws are violated 


or ſuſpended, it is equally reaſonable to aſ- 
fert, that a perfect knowledge of the divine 
Hence, is an indiſpenſable qualification for 


_ judging of any thing he does. Let our 


author then be conſiſtent, and commence 
an atheiſt, for he has now cut himſelf off 
from the deplorable privelege of PO even 
a deiſt. 


If we ſaw a bullet ſuſpended in the open 
air, or a man actually dead returning to 
his former ſtate of exiſtence, we could be 
at no loſs to pronounce them miracles, or 
ſuſpenſions of the well-known laws of na- 
ture, ſhould Mr PAINE write himſelf to 


death in maintaining the contrary, He 
ſeems to vaunt exceedingly about the aſ- 
cenſion of a baloon being capable of paſſing 
for a miracle, with a bundle of abſurdities 
to the ſame effect. e magnetiſm, 

or 


5 

or the ſuſpenſion of animation when it is 
not extinct, may ſurpriſe the ignorant, but 
can never be deemed miraculous, as he 
boldly maintains. Men apparently dead by 
being a conſiderable time under water, have 
been reſtored to their wonted activity, by 
means of fumigation, friction, and ſuch 
like; but he muſt be inſane indeed, who 
can compare this with the reſurreQtion of 
a man dead and buried, accompliſhed by a 
ſingle word. In the inſtances adduced: by 
TrHomMAs, there is no violence offered to 
the powers of nature ; they are neither ſuſ- 
pended nor reverſed. It is ſome comfort 
to chriſtians, that the miracles of their 
Lok and his apoſtles, were never denied 
by CxlIsus, that monſter of ignorance,” ſo- 
phiſtry and malice, although he wiſhed to 
make the world believe that they were the re- 
ſult of magic. Suppoling,” ſays that arch- 
enemy, as many things to be true as are 
„% written concerning healings and the re- 
« ſurrection, or concerning a few loaves 
« feeding many, of which many fragments 
&« were left; or as many other things as 
„ the diſciples, ſpeaking marvellouſly, have 
« written: Come, let us believe thoſe to 
© be wrought by thee ; they are of the ſame 
«. kind with the works of | inchanters*” 
This is reaſoning by the lump indeed, and 

| round- 
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roundly taking things for granted without 
the leaſt ſhadow of a proof. Did CELSsus 
or our author ever hear of legerdemein fill- 
ing a man's belly, or making him believe 


he was full when hungry? A nimble- 
fingered rogue may delude the organs of 


viſion, but the coats of the ſtomach are 


proof againſt his juggling. CEeLsvs how- 
Ever 1s intitled to our thanks for his ac- 
knowledgements upon this ſubje& ; and for 
ſuch a favour, we ſhall pardon his ſtupidi- 
ty. In another place he makes the chriſ- 
tians ſay, we efteem him (that is Jzsvs) 
to be the Son of Gop, ſeeing he cured 
the lame, and the blind, and raiſed the 
dead. Then he breaks out into the fol- 
lowing reverie; © O light and truth! With 
“ his own voice he hath expreſsly confeſſ- 
«ed according as ye allo have written; 
« wherefore there ſhall come to you others 
alſo uſing the like powers, wicked men 
and impoſters; and he names one SA- 
* TAN the worker of theſe things. So 
that he denies not, that theſe things 
are indeed nothing divine, but the works 
« of the wicked*,” There is little of 
either light or truth here, but till a con- 
feſſion of the reality of the miracles per- 
formed by CHRIST, which is all 1 deſire 
of che antient Infidel, 

| I am 


© Origen againſt Celſus, |. x. 
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I am well aware, that to have recourſe to 
ſcripture authority againſt Mr Paine, would 
be reaſoning in a circle, taking for granted 
the very thing which he ſays is not 
proved; and therefore I reſolved never to 
meet him with any mode of reaſoning 


which he dare preſume to reject. He can- 


not produce me an author contemporary 
with CurisT, or any of his apoſtles, who 
was ever able to perſuade the people of 
that very age, that Lazarus was not raiſed 
from the dead; that Jesvs did not feed five 
thouſand men with food inſufficient for 
twenty; or that he did not riſe himſelf 
from the manſions of the grave. If CELSUS 
will not help him, in vain ſhall he expect 
the aid of PoRphyYRY, TRYPHON, PLINY, 
Tacirus or Jossernus. None of theſe 
men were friends to CurisT, moſt" of 
them avowed enemies; and therefore what 
could tempt them to acknowledge that 
miracles were wrought by him, the ſucceſs 
of whoſe cauſe they could by no means 
reliſh, let Mr Paine inform Europe, when 
he finds leiſure. When a man wiſhes to 
be an enemy, to bring into contempt the 
character and tranſactions of another, he 
will be the laſt perſon in the world to 
confeſs the truth of any thing which inhan- 
ces his reputation. I could eaſily prove that 
the four goſpels, which contain the hiſtory 
of the life and tranſactions of CHRIST, bear 
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higher marks of being authentic and 
genuine than any hiſtory in the world ; 
but I will not quote from it as authority. 
in combating a deiſt, although he has quo- 


ted what d to pleaſe him from the 
youre of Job and the Eſalni. 


Now, if miracles can be performed; if 
both jewiſh and heathen infidels confeſſed 
that they were done by JzsUs ; upon what 
new invented principles of logic will 
Tuomas get them denied? If a man 
ſhould declare he had received a com- 
miſſion from God to publiſh a doctrine or 
doctrines to the world, upon the belief of 
which, depended the everlaſting fate of the 
human race; and if he ſhould bid the 
ocean be quiet, the tempeſt ceaſe, the dead 
riſe, and the dumb ſpeak, to convince 
them he was no deceiver ; will our author 
ſay, that he was leagued againſt his maker ? 
Impoſſible! I have the charity to think 


that he is not yet quite ſo mad. This 
would charge the ALMIGHTY with the 


higheſt contempt for the honour of his 


on majeſty, and the moſt lamentable 


cruelty towards the workmanſhip of his 
hands. Men may endeavour to cheat one 
another, but when a man directly appeals 
to Gop for the truth of what he affirms, 
and does works which are evidently be- 
* the reach of human wiſdom and 

power, 


| = 
power, to eſtabliſh what he aſſerts; no ſo- 
phiſtry can free the Gop of nature from 
being the author of ſuch a cheat, even ſup- 
poſing, for the ſake of argument, that the 
devil could perform them. When ſuch ap- 
peals are made, on occaſions ſo momentous, ' 
the matter is no longer between man and 
man, but between. Gop and man, and 
conſequently to ſuppoſe impoſition to be 
triumphant here, is either point blank to 
deny the divine exiſtence, or that he has 


abandoned this our planet to the direction 


of chance. A certain perſon for whoſe mo- 
ral character Mr Pains profeſſes great ve- 
neration, once ſaid, If Satan be divided 
againſt Satan, how can his kingdom ſtand? 
But he has made Gop, Satan and 
CnR1sT io conſpire againſt mankind, by 
ſaying they may be deceived in the moſt 
© momentous of all concerns, for which [ 
leave him to account at a judgment- bar. 


He next comments like a merry Andrew 
on the circumſtance of JoNan being ſwal- 
lowed by the whale, which, he obſerves, 
may. anſwer all caſes of miracles. It is af- 
toniſhing to conſider what profound igno- 
rance pervades his whole work, JoNan 
never called this a miracle, and he never 
once urged it as a proof to the Ninevites 
of his divine miſſion : What unpardonable 
effrontery to call that a miracle, which was 


neither 


1 
neither named nor adduced as ſuch; and 
which he has only ſet up for one, that he 
may have the pleafure of knocking it 
down! He has made a miracle alſo of 
our SAviouUR's temptation in the wilderneſs, 
the firſt time I frankly acknowledge, that 
ever heard it receive the deſignation. 
That which proves every thing, proves no- 
thing at all; and our author can make a 
miracle of any thing to ſerve a particular 
purpole, while at other times he affirms 
there can be no ſuch thing. Speaking of 
miracles, he adds; lt is the moſt equi- 
« vocal ſort of evidence that can be ſer 
* up; for the belief is not to depend upon 
the thing called a miracle, but upon the 
«credit of the reporter, who ſays that he 
ſaw it; and therefore the thing, were it 
true, would have no better chance of be- 
ing believed than if it were a lie“.“ If 
TrHoMAs meant that the belief of a mira- 
cle is not to depend upon itſelf to the 
ſpectators of its performance, it is a groſs 
miſtake, If he wiſhes to aflert, that ſuc- 
ceeding ages muſt believe it on the teſti- 
mony of witneſſes, he ſpeaks like a child, 
by making a prodigious buſtle about what 
every body knows. I have already ſaid 
enough on the nature of human teſtimony, 
and proved that the ſuppoſition 1 | ” 
alſe- 
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falſehood is often more impoſſible than the 
belief of its truth, —-the very manner in 
which we remove every difficulty concerns 
ing the Divine exiſtence. I have now ex- 
amined every thing material in our author's 
pamphlet relating to the goſpel, and the 
evidence by which its heavenly origin is 
ſupported. I might here put a period to 
my labours, and bid my readers adieu; 
but to make this reply as perfect as my 
poor abilities will admit, it may not be 
improper to try the merits of his arguing 
on the Mzyſaic account of creation, and the 
impoſſibility which he pretends there is in 
believing both the goſpel and the diſcove- 
ries of Aftronomy, He who has very little 
learning, ſeldom fails to talk of that little 
on every occaſion. What the praiſes of 
| Afironomy, and the ridicule of iinguiſtry had 
to do with a deiſtical refutation of revealed 
religion, it would require the art of divi- 
nation to conjecture, It was perhaps to 
let his readers know that he had a ſmat- 

tering of Aſtronomy, and that he hated the 
languages becauſe he underſtood them not: 
He who has heard of the fox and the 
grapes, may apply the fable on the pre- 
ſent occaſion, if he thinks proper. 


The Miyſaic account of the creation 
ſeems too childiſh and. inſignificant for his 


coper- 
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aper nican - bead. As to the account of 
the creation” ſays he, with which the 
book of Geneſis opens, it has all the ap- 


 *-pearance of being a tradition f.“ It gives 


me pain to hear ſuch conſummate folly from 


ſuch a quarter. There are two claſſes of 


men who may be ruined by the pamphlet 
under review; infidels who with it to triumph, 
and thoſe, in a ſtaggering ſituation, who 
know not what to believe. The former 
are contented with ridicule and no argu- 
ment, while, the latter are eaſily led aſide 
by a ſophiſtical play upon words. Where 
is the traditionary appearance of the Mo- 


faic account of the creation, when it allows 


in general terms all the diſcoveries of a 
GALILEO, a COPERNICUS, or a Sir ISAAC 
NewTON? It ſpeaks of the formation of 
our earth, ſun, moon and ſtars in language 
more ſimple and ſublime than our author 
could ever reach. It therefore acknowledges 
the ſolar ſyſtem at leaft, and no proof 
can be adduced to ſhew, that it includes 
not the univerſe under the expreſſion, 
„he made the ſtars alſo.” But the age of 
Moss world has given very great offence, 
and of conſequence we ſhall ſee if it is 
| well 

* Copernican-head. A head filled with the knowledge of A- 


fronomy as explained by Coryzxnicus a native of Thorn, whoſe 
Syſtem was corrected and enlarged by Sir Is AAc NewrTox. 
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well founded. The univerſe muſt have had 


a beginning ſometime, for to ſuppole it 
eternal is to make it God himſelf. If 
then it ever began to be ;—if ever there 
was a time when it was not, the ſame 
blaſphemous objection is equally applicable 


upon the ſuppoſition that it is ten thouſand 


millions of ages old; as that it is not quite 


ſix thouſand years. Gop never began to 


exiſt, and conſequently a ſingle moment 
comes as near to his eternity as ten thou» 
ſand ages. If this earth, ſays the infidel, 
be ſcarcely ſix thouſand years old, what was 
Gop doing from eternity, before he began 
to create? I retort the queſtion upon him, 


and aſk in my turn; ſuppoſe it is one 


hundred millions of millions of millions of 
centuries ſince the formation of all things, 
what was God doing before its commence- 
ment? The ſefipture account of creation is 
in perfect uniſon with every ſubſequent 
aſtronomical diſcovery, and the period from 
which it dates the birth of nature, is only 
liable to a ſimilar objection with "uy 
other hypotheſis. 


Our author- goes on, and ſays, * Though N 
“ jt is not a direct article of the chriſtian 
„ ſyſtem, that this world that we inhabit 1s 
* the whole of the habitable creation, yet 
* It is ſo worked up therewith, from what is 


1 called the Moſaic account of the creation, 


e that 


1 
' 4 that to believe otherwiſe, that is, to be- 


„ lieve that Gop created a plurality of 


« worlds, at leaſt as numerous as what we 
call ſtars, renders the chriſtian ſyſtem of 


ſcatters it in the mind like feathers in 
the air. The two beliefs cannot be held 
'together in the ſame mind, and he who 
thinks that he believes both, has thought 
but little of either“.“ Now, I believe 
both, 1 have thought a good deal upon 
both, and I know it is impoſſible to prove 
that the one perſuaſion is incompatible with 
the other. If a man thinks our earth the 
only habitable globe which the Divine Be- 
ing has formed, he' may be a good man 
and 'a good chriſtian ; and if he is convinced 
that the worlds in the immenſity of ſpace 
exceed our calculation, where is the repug- 
nancy between that and the belief of the 
goſpel? Chriſtianity never utters a ſentence 
againſt the belief of a plurality of worlds, 
but aſſerts it on every proper occaſion. But 
ſays the enemy of CuRTST, if you believe 
that there are innumerable worlds in the 
vaſt expanſe, you muſt have a mean idea 
of the majeſty and wiſdom of the Al- 
MIGHTY, to ſuppoſe that he could be ſo, 
much taken up with this diminutive ſpot. 
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What! Send his beloved Son, or, as ſome, 


of 
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faith at once little and ridiculous, and 


6 


cf you call him, his eternal Son, to ſuffer 


and die for the ſins of a handful of beings? 
Let Thomas ſpeak for all his brethren, 


| becauſe he has a knack at repreſenting 


things in the moſt favourable light for the 
cauſe of infidelity. '* From whence,” ſays 
he could ariſe the ſolitary and ſtrange 


„ conceit that the ALMIGHTY, who had 


cc 
cc 


6c 


millions of worlds equally dependent on 
his protection, ſhould quit the care of 


all the reſt, and come to die in our 
world, becauſe, they ſay, one man and 
one woman had eaten an apple. And 
% on the other hand, are we. to ſuppoſe 
© that every world in the boundleſs crea- 
„% tion, had an EvEe,-an apple, a ſerpent, 
« and a Redeemer? In this cale, the perſon 
„ who is irrevcrently called the Son of 
„ Gop, and ſometimes called Gop him- 
« ſelf, would have nothing elſe to do than 
« to. travel from world to world, in an 
* endleſs ſucceſſion of death, with ſcarcely 
«© a momentary interval of life®.” At the fatal 


66 
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| ſtupidity of mankind I have often ſighed in 


ſecret. While they deem five or ſeven 


years neceſſary to learn to make a table, a 


ſpoon, or a pair of ſhoes, they think no 


qualifications requiſite for expounding the 


doctrines of divinity. A mechanic out of 
employment, with nothing to recommend 


him but impudence, equal to his folly, will 
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abandon the hammer, and knock his head 
againſt the pulpit, Conſcious that he will every 
where meet with as big fools as himſelf, he 
knows he muſt always find employment, 
while he can diſtend his gullet. What ſuch 
a man is to the pulpit, Mr Pains is to 
the preſs, when he writes upon Theology. 


I have already proved that the belief of 

ten thouſand worlds is no more inconſiſt- 
ent with the profeſſion of Chriſtianity than 
one, and that the religion of JIEsus never 
denies a fingle diſcovery made by the a- 
bleft aſtronomer. What then is the mean- 
ing of all this bravado, now quoted from 
our author? Can he, or any man, prove 
that the inhabitants of the other worlds 
either fell or did not fall, or what method 
df recovery infinite wiſdom thought proper 
to deviſe, admitting for a moment that they 
had all rebelled? Will our champion, or 
the moſt fool-hardy of his coadjutors ven- 
ture to ſay, that it was any way neceſfary 
for us to get a hiſtory of theſe things? 


It would be as conſiſtent to expect an ac. 


count of the making of logarithms in an 
Eſay on Poetry, as a recital of the tranſ- 
actions of other planets in the concerns of 
our own. He ſpeaks of the ALMionry, 


as relinquiſhing the care of other planets 


by the concern we chriſtians ſay he has de- 


monſtrated towards outs; but as chriſtians 
never ſaid ſo, as it cannot be inferred from 
e 4 


Lak. 
a ſingle article of their creed, it is a 
ſhameful, fallacious, and blaſphemous con- 
cluſion of his own, and worthy of his 
pen. JEHoVAH cannot leave the care of 
a ſingle atom he has formed to the guidance 
of blind chance, elſe anarchy and deſtrue- 
tion would be the inevitable iſſue, | 


He loves mightily to play away upon the 
ſtory of the apple, as he calls it, which I 
ain ſure will only gain a laugh among the 
refuſe of mankind. In the breaſt of every 
ſcholar, it muſt excite pity for the author. 
Before he attempted to turn it into ridicule, 
he ſhould have underſtood a particular ſub- 
ject, which I believe is too, metaphyſical 


for his volatile genius. Some things are 


evil in their own nature, independent of 
the will of Gop; others are only known 
to be ſo by the promulgation of his will, 
and others may be made ſo by his arbt- 
trary appointment, if he thinks proper. 
All things indifferent in themſelves, that 
is, which may be either done or not with- 
out contracting moral defilement, come un- 
der the laſt of theſe diſtinctions. Abſtraftly 
_ conſidered, it can never be proved erimi- 
nal to eat an apple; but if Gop ſhould 
prohibit the uſe of it for reaſons beſt 
| known to himſelf, to eat it would be as 
great an inſult offered to his Divine Ma- 
jeſty, as the murder of a fellow ' creature. 
It is nothing to the purpoſe in the _ 
c 
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ſent debate whether GoD ever did fo: or 
not; for ſince Mr PAINE dare not deny, 
that he may do ſo, whenever he pleaſes, 
none but a foul can ſmile at the idea. 


I have ſeen the pamphlet of Mr WakEe- 


FIELD as a reply to Mr PAINE, fince 1 


began to write, and thercfore if he had 
even touched the vitals of our author's 


arguments, I ſhould have: been ſilent. But 


after the peruſal of it, as a neceſſary pre- 
caution for avoiding every thing advanced 
by him, I found that the whole buſineſs 
of a refutation- was left to another. From 
a ſacred regard to a ſubject which I have 
ſtudied for eight or nine years; from a 
wiſh to let infidelity ſee that ſome more 
powerful advocate muſt eſpouſe its cauſe 
before it can have any reaſon to triumph, 
and to be of ſome ſervice to ſuch! as wiſh 
well to the cauſe of chriſtianity, though in 


a ſtaggering condition.— I have undertaken 
the taſk: Whether I have done all the 


juſtice to it which might have been done, 


remains with the world to determine. 1 
cannot help obſerving that men are in- 
debted to Mr PAIxE, and many others for 
ſuch performances, becauſe the world would 
never have been favoured with ſuch a num- 
ber of able defences of Chriſtianity, had 


they not appeared. The religion of Jzsus 


has ſuſtained many a fierce attack, and 


come off triumphant in a thouſand con- 


flicts ; 
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flicts; and therefore our author was more 
extravagant than the knight of Mancha 
when he encountered the wind-mill, to ex- 
pect a victory over ſuch a veteran. 


I am ſorry that Mr WAKEFIELD has ex- 
poſed his weakneſs by a reply to our au- 
thor, which is rather a vindication than a 
refutation. It is very deficient in point of 
argument, and the ſtile is too turgid and 
pompous for a controverſial work. His 
ironical ſtory cf the boy that was ſwallow- 
ed by a ſhark, has outdone Mr PAINE for 
| abſurdity and a contempt of things ſacred, 
and puts his whole work beneath the notice of 
common ſenſe, If I am not much miſtaken, 
he is a Socinian, and therefore there is not 
a great deal between his creed and our au- 
thor's; if they were as nearly related them- 
ſelves, I would call them couſin-germans. 
He who has a gullet large enough to ſwal- 
low the tenets of old FausTvus, ought to 
reject in toto the ſacred records; for there is 
not in the univerſe ſuch a maſs of incehe- 
rent, unintelligible nonſenſe as the Bible, if 
ſocinianiſm be true, In ſpeaking of mira- 
cles, with a deſign to confront our author, 
Mr WAEkETIELD has got into altitudes be- 
yond the reach of every human compre- 
henſion, and made the profoundeſt jargon 
of the ſchoolmen appear beautiful and con- 
ſiſtent. He ſays that the impreſſion made 
2 his mind "whe ſees a miracle or any 

| event 


| 
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event whatever, does not exceed the im- 
preſſion of teſtimony on the mind of an- 
other who ſaw it not, by an evaneſcent in- 


finiteſimal of efficacy. Reader, if you under- 
| ſtand this, much good may it do you, but 


ſo thick and impenetrable is my pericra- 
nium, that I comprehend it not. I am cer- 
rain it is no defence of miracles, but it muſt 


leave our friend Thomas in full poſſeſſion 


of the field, and allow him to ſtalk about 


— 


In publications of this kind, it is almoſt 
impoſſible to ſtand clear of ridicule. Ho- 
RACE muſt laugh, and Juvznarl muſt 
frown, I have ſmiled when the ſubject 

| | would 


* A Mr M Nair has given the world an anſwer to Mr Paix x's 


Age of Reaſon, which is indeed far ſuperior to that of Mr Waxs- 


FIELD. e one ſeems to be the language of infidelity under 
the maſle of friendſhip ; the other a production of an orthodox 
Chriſtian. But I cannot help thinking that neither of them come 
up to the preciſe idea of a reply to a Aid. To quote ſcripture to 
ſuch a man as PAIxx, and — * it as in the ſmalleſt degree con- 
cluſive in point of argument, is a begging of the queſtion. Of 
el 82 however, Mr M'NzILLE is not very guilty, al- 
Rt The nature of controverſial writings is ſuch, let them 
be executed in as maſterly a manner as poſhble, that the reader 
thinks he has abundant patience if he can attend to the ſubject, 
without being led away from it by what is foreign to the purpoſe. 


To follow Wax ENI through the greater part of ſixteen pages 
in a defence of the divinity 5 was certainly to ſtep very 
fur out of his road, and give his judicious readers unexpected 


trouble. The diſpute was between him and Paix, who denies 
not any particular doctrine of revelation, but the whole of =» 


L 


in triumph like the -champion of the Phi- 


humbly apprehend that he has not anſwered the Age of 


I 


J 
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would permit me, but the ſatire in gene- 
ral is here rather pungent. I have ever 
been of opinion that no author could be 
juſtified for a profuſion, either of grave or 
ludicrous ſatire, where the ſubject was not 
intereſting, becauſe it was to give offence 


without any adequate gain to counterba- 


lance it; but in the preſent debate, the caſe 
was very. different. 1 had to fift a writer, 
not like his unbelieving predeceſſors, who 


| ſeemed afraid to alarm or inſult the opini- 


ons of profeſſing Chriſtians by ſuch open 


blaſphemy as the Age of Reaſon, They 


apprehended that great deference and re- 


ſpect were due to the ſentiments of ſo many 


myriads, and of conſequence their deſign 
is leſs viſible, and their diction leſs abomi- 
nable. TIN DAL's Chriſtianity as old as the 
Creation, is a ſtriking proof of this. We 
all know the author's deſign was to ſet 
alide revelation, by attempting to evince 
the ſufficiency of Natural Religion; yet in 


the whole performance, there is not a ſin- 


gle ſentence ſo ſhocking as the beſt of Mr 
PAINE's. In this caſe it was impoſſible 
for me to be ſo mild and ceremonious, as 
the generality of writers, eſpecially when 


they 


Mr Waxeriti is a reputed Socinian, and therfore a vindica- 
tion of the Trinity, or Divine nature of Jesvs Cans againſt 
his Sophiſiry, would have been good employment for Mr M. 


| Nz1LE in a ſeperate performance. I hope, however, that his 


pamphlet will be of ſervice to the ſeriouſly diſpoſed, while infidels 


muſt have ſomething more formidable; and I wiſh it ſucceſs with 


all my heart. 


19 


they attempt to refute what might as well 
be let alone, Here the deareſt intereſts of 
mankind are- deeply concerned ; the honour 
of Gop himſelf is treated with contempt, 


and ſilence therefore is treaſon againſt the 


Majeſty of heaven. Here one cannot al- 
ways be mild, without betraying that in- 
difference about religion which is a diſgrace 
to humanity. 


Let not the advocates for the political 
ſentiments of Mr Paix any longer deny 
that the Age of Reaſon is his. The ſtile, 
the quaint expreſſions, and the manner of 
arguing, are ſo exactly the ſame with the 
Rights of Man, making a reafonable allow- 
ance for the difference of the ſubje&, that 
he muſt be blind indeed who ſees not 
where to get a father to it. You may no 
doubt be ready to cry out, you could not 
have expected ſuch a piece from that 
quarter; but let this put you in mind of 
what V1RGI1L ſays: 


Fronti nulla fides ; nimium ne crede colori®, 


I anticipate with pleaſure that happy day 
when chriſtianity, after reiterated conflicts 


with infidelity, ſhall be univerſally believed, 


revered and obeyed. The mountain of the 


LORD ſhall be eſtabliſhed upon the top of 
12 NO61 '« "0 


* © Truſt not too much to appearances, is a free, though not 
WIE: Pando of the above line. 


i 


; 


I 
the hills, and all fleſh ſhall flow unto it. 
To ſurvey mankind riſing higher and high- 
er in a conformity to the ſource of excel- 
lence; to ſee the light of the goſpel diffuſed 
through the whole habitable globe; and to 
behold the never-ceaſing employment of 
heaven begun upon earth, are indeed ra- 
viſhing proſpects. Then Thomas PAINE 


(if ever there were ſuch a man“) educated 


a quaker, and dying a deiſt, ſhall be for- 
gotten. as an untimely birth, and his theolo- 
gical writings conſigned to the flames.. 


Reader, I have now brought this ſmall 
performance to a cloſe. I found conſidera- 


ble pleaſure in reviewing the Age of Reaſon, 


not indeed on its own account, but becauſe 
I humbly conceived that I might be inſtru- 
mental in protecting all thoſe from its 
peſtilential influence, who may favour my 
pamphlet with a peruſal. If my expectations 
have been too ſanguine, I am not the firſt 
who has been diſappointed, I truſt my 
deſign is laudable. I undertook it with the 
honeſt intention of doing good, and I leave 
the iſſue to the management of that Gop 
who is love and truth in the abſtract, 


| © See the laſt page of the Age of Reaſon. 
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